Oblerv . XXXI. Of P urflane-fecd . 

’He Seeds ofPur/lane feem of very notable ft apes, appearing through 
the Mi crojcepe ftap d lomewhat like a nautilus or Porcelane ftell a , 
may be feen in the XX. Scheme, it being a (mall body, coyl’d round in 
the manner of a Spiral 3 at the greater end whereof, which reprefents the 
mouth or orifice of the Shell;, there is left a little white tr an (parent fob. 
ftance, like a (kin, reprefented by B B B B, which feems to have been the 
place whereunto the ftem was join’d. The whole furface of this Coclca 
or Shell, is cover’d over with abundance of little prominencies or buttons 
very orderly rang’d into Spiral rows, the ftapeof each of which feem’d 
much to refemble a Wart upon a mans hand. The order, variety, and 
curiofity in the ftape of this little feed, makes it a very pleafentobjeft 
for the JUficrofcope , one of them being cut afunder with a very (harp Pen- 
knife, difeover’d this carved Calket to be of a brownifh red, and fome- 
what tranfparent fubftance, and manifefted the infideto be fill'd with a 
whitift green fubftance or pulp, the Bed wherein the feminal principle 
lies invelop'd. r 

There are multitudes of other feeds which in ftape reprefent or imi- 
tate the forms of divers other forts of Shells : as the feed of Scurvy- 
graft very much refembles the make of a Concha Venerea ,a kind ofPurce- 
lane Shell 5 others reprefent feveral forts of larger fruits, fweat Marje- 
rome and Pot-mar jerome reprefent Olives. Carret feeds are like a cleft 
of a Coco-Nut Hulk 5 others are like Artificial things, as Succory feeds 
are like a Quiver full of Arrows, the feeds of Amar ambus are of an ex- 
ceeding lovely ftape, fomewhat like an Eye : The (kin of the black and 
fhrivled feeds of Onyons and Leeks, are all over knobbed like a Seals (kin. 
Sorrel has a pretty black ftining three-lquare feed, which is picked at both 
ends with three ridges, that are bent the whole length of it. It were al- 
moft endlefe to reckon up the feveral (hapes,they are (o many and fo va- 
rious 3 Leaving them therefore to the curious obferver, I (hall proceed to 
theObfervations on the parts of Animals. 


Obferv. XXXII. 1 Of the Figure of feveral forts of Hair, and of 
the texture of the (kin. 

■ . ' . ► . ) 

V iewing feme of the Hairs of my Head with a very good Mcrofcope, 
I took notice of thefe particulars : 

1. That they were, for the moft part, Cylindrical , feme of them were 
fomewhat Prifmatical,bxxt generally they were veryneer round, fuch as are 
reprefented in the fecond Figure of the ^.Schen/tjby the Cylinders E E £• 
nor could I find any that bad (harp angules. 


2. That 


Micrograph! A. 

2. That that part which was next the top, was bigger then that which 

was neerer the root. , , , 

2. That they were all along from end to end tranfparent, though not 
very cleer, the end next the root appearing like a black tntnfparent piece 
of Horn.* the end next the top more brown., fomewhat like tranfparent 

^4.° That the root of the Hairs were pretty fmooth, tapering inwards, 
almoft like a Parfneb; nor could I find that it had any filaments, or any 
other veflels, fuch as th c fibres of Plants. 

5. That the top when fplit (which is common in long Hair) appear'd 
like the end of a (tick, beaten till it be all flitter’d, there being not onely 
two fplinters, but fometimes half a fcore and more. 

6. That they were all, as farr as I was able to find, folid Cylindrical 
bodies, not pervious, like a Cane or Bull uft 3 nor could I find that they 
had any Pith, or diftin&ion of Rind, or the like, fuch as I had obferv’d in 
Horfe-hairs, the Briftles of a Cat, the Indian Deer’s Hair, die. 

Obfervations on feveral other forts of Hair. 

For the Brides of a Hogg, I found them to be firft a hard tranfparent 
horny fubftance, without the lead appearance of pores or holes in it 3 and 
this I try’d with the greateft care I was able, cutting many of them with a 
very (harp Razor, fo that they appear’d, even in the Glals, to have a pret- 
ty fmooth furface, but fomewhat waved by the fawing to and fro of the 
Razor, as is vilible in the end of the Prifmatical body A of the feme 
Figure 5 and then making trials with caufing the light to be caft on them 
ail the various ways I could think of, that was likely to make the pores 
appear, if there had been any, 1 was not able to difeover any. 

Next, the Figure of the Brides was very various, neither perfectly 
round, nor (harp edg'd, but Prifmatical , with divers (ides, and round 
angles, as appears in the Figure A. The bending of them in any part 
where they before appear’d cleer, would all flaw them, and make them 
look white. 

The. Muftacheos ofa Cat f part of one of which is repr efetited by the 1 
ftort Cylinder B of the fame Figure) feem’d to have, all of them that I ob- 
ferv'd,a large pith in the middle, like the pith of an Elder, whofe texture 
was fo clofe, that I was not able to difeover the leaft fign of pores 3 and 
thofe parts which feem to be pores, as they appear’d in one pofition to the 
light, m another I could find a manifeft refleftiom to be caft from them. 

This I inftance in, to hint that it is not fefe to conclude any thing to be 
pohtively this or that, though it appear never fo plain and likely when 
lookd on with a Mur ftape in one pofture, before the feme be examin’d 
by placing it in feveral other pofition* 

And this I take to be thereafon why many have believed and affeited 
fo«ed from eX* end “ "° Wl and ^ like 1 h «”all pipe, per- 

Now, though I grant, that by an Analogic one may fuppofe them fo, 

and 


